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“GODsays: I amabout to do anew thing; it springs forth, do you not perceive it?”*

*TheEKDchurchslogan for 2007.
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What languageshal l I borrow, to thank thee

dearest friend…
 This line comes from the well-known hymn of
Holy Week, O Sacred head Now Wounded (LBW 117) a
translation of Paul Gerhardt’s, O Haupt voll Blut und
Wunden. A lthough sung during Holy Week, it
expresses a thought that probably has run through
the minds of most of our program participants as
they travel through LutherLand. Once you get
beyond the familiar “ Gesundheit” , cognates such as
“ Bier” and “ Wasser” , and helpful phrases such as
“ Bitte” and Tschüs” , using German can be a reality
check!
 Increasing foreign
language competence is
not just a necessity for
tourists in Wittenberg.
At the Center, our staff
has heard from many of
our German partners
about their desire to
learn more English,
particularly as the Reformation Decade leads into
the Jubilee of 2017. Tourists from all over the world
will increase in number, and the likelihood is that
one language they will command beyond their own
will be English.
 The staff at the ELCA Wittenberg Center has
facilitated bilingual communication from the
beginning. The translation work undertaken over
the past year has been a continuation of that
tradition. So far we have worked with English,
German, Spanish, and Chinese, and next year we
will work with German sign language and ASL!
 Our custom is to engage ELCA volunteers, Center
staff, and Wittenberg residents as team members.
We continue to offer informal conversational
English, and recently began doing so for church
leaders from Wittenberg. We have enjoyed the
presence of local teens who also work on their
English as they volunteer in the office. Translating
actual texts has been on-going. The variety includes
the order for worship at the city churches, a city
guide book to be written by the handicapped
workers at Augustinuswerk, local restaurant menus,

help for neighbors working with legal documents
from the United States, speeches by church leaders,
museum exhibit descriptions, a history of diaconal
ministry, and a manuscript on Melanchthon. In
addition, we keep our colleagues in the ELCA
headquarters in Chicago posted on German church
events and news, forwarding translations of
pertinent items.
 In much of this activity, we are very similar to our
mission personnel colleagues in other non-English
speaking cultures. We all follow the example set by
Jesus, who in all likelihood commanded more than
one language: he could discuss Hebrew texts with
the scribes in the temple and otherwise spoke
A ramaic. We can rejoice at the linguistic diversity
imposed on the builders of the Tower of Babel even
as we appreciate all the more the potential for
understanding offered by the Holy Spirit at
Pentecost.
 We feel especially grateful to be in Wittenberg in
this season of the Reformation, where Martin Luther
was known for his German Bible translation and
Philipp Melanchthon accomplished so much with
his command of Greek, Hebrew, and Latin. As we
move forward towards Thanksgiving, we will
joyfully sing the translation of the hymn (534) “ Now
thank we all our God” , whose lyricist Martin
Rinkhart suffered so much during the Thirty Years’
War, yet found words to express and translate his
thanks to God. As we prepare in Advent, let us
consider what binds us as Christians in spite of the
language differences. And as we rejoice at the news
of our Savior’s birth, may we consider just how
many ways God communicates to us that God so
loved us, that he gave us his only begotten Son. Are
we prepared to translate the message of the angels,
again? What languageshall I borrow… 

John Calvin will be 500*
Don’t wait to celebrate! Join the2008 t ravel program:

Luther and Calvin: Fol lowing thePathfinders. M ay 19 –
31, 2008 Leaders: Professor K urt K. Hendel , Lutheran
Theological School of Theology, and ProfessorsRobert
Cathey, and Ken Sawyer, McCormick Theological
Seminary. 
Thereisalso aweb site from Geneva: www.calvin09.org

* July 10, 2009



The Scaf folding is Gone!
 You may remember that Hurricane Kyril brought
its strong winds into and through Wittenberg last
January causing significant damage in town,
including damage to the Castle Church tower and

roof. It took a while to
repair the roof and
recreate and reinstall
the two 12 foot (one
ton) stone tower
‘ornaments’ that had
blown off the tower (as
well asmaking sure all
the other stone
ornamentswere solidly
connected). A s long as
the work continued, the
Castle Church had
scaffolding. Most of it
was removed before

Luthers Hochzeit in June, but it wassometime later
in summer that we realized – the scaffolding was
gone, the ThesesDoors (that had become the
temporary entrance) were closed and the old
entryway by the tower admitting people to the back
of the Castle Church nave wasopen.
 The work on the Tower had caused quite a bit of
change at the Castle Church – until June, the organ
loft which isdirectly beneath the tower, was off
limits, so there wasno organ for Sunday morning
worship services in the Castle Church (even on
Easter). The temporary entrance to the Castle
Church was the ThesesDoorswhich had to be
protected with scaffolding (many touristshave
picturesof the ThesesDoors with scaffolding).
Those entering the Castle Church during worship
and devotionsduring this time entered in the
“ middle of things” and had a few awkward
moments realizing worship was in progress.
 In some ways, we are used to seeing scaffolding in
Wittenberg, and throughout Europe, asefforts are
made to renew and restore old buildings. It isa sign
of progresswhen a building is decked with
patchwork of metal framesand wooden planks, but
it is alwaysa great moment when the scaffold comes
down – like seeing an old friend again.
 We are especially grateful to see our old friend, the
Castle Church tower without its scaffolding. It is the
site that greetsuseach morning as we head down
Coswiger Strasse to our officesbehind the Castle
Church.
 We are glad that worship and visits at the Castle
Church are back to normal – all in time for the great
Festival of Reformation.

FROM PAUL AND RUTH BARTLING
… our new Center volunteers from Seattle.

Our apartment, located in the Old Wittenberg
University, founded in 1502, isconnected to the
Melanchthon House and nearby the famous
A ugustinian Cloister, Lutherhaus. From this historic
setting, we never tire walking down the kilometer –
long cobblestone street to the ELCA Wittenberg
Center, located just behind the Castle Church. We
marvel at the beautiful facadesof recently restored,
historic buildings with their restaurants and shops.
The aroma of fresh breadsand pastries, the strong
smell of smoked meatsand sausagesand the
outdoor market at the town square with fresh
vegetables, cheesesand flowers, take us back to our
childhood days in Old Milwaukee, USA.
 Beginning in kindergarten, up through
Confirmation, we were classmatesat a Lutheran
parochial school. Here we studied Luther’s life,
memorized hisCatechism and sang hishymns.
 Thisweek, the ELCA Wittenberg Center staff
surprised uswith a thick German cream cake, served
coffee on the occasion of celebrating an “ ordination
day” 50 years ago. Our shared ministry includes25
years of international missionary service in Korea
and later in Geneva. In more recent years, we served
in the Bishop’soffice of the ELCA Northwest
Washington Synod in Seattle, where we now live in
retirement.
 Significantly, thisprivileged opportunity to assist
asvolunteers at the Wittenberg Center as it partners
w ith local church leaders in sharing the riches of
Luther’sReformation, highlights for usa fulfil ling
and happy life, graced and blessed in the Lutheran
tradition.

* * * * *



A WITTENBERG SAM PLER
We have been developing a new program for
summer 2008 that will allow individual travelers to
join others to experience German history and
culture via a Luther Land pilgrimage. The
program could be included in a longer sabbatical
journey, serving asa good starting point. We will
include: a “ crash course” in German, information
about Germany today, a guide to the German train
system – all to equip further travels. For those
interested in learning about a Luther Land
program in order to possibly lead a congregational
pilgrimage, A Wittenberg Sampler will help get
you started. Registration is limited to 20
participants. The travel arrangements for the
program have been made Christian ToursEurope.

Once more … in Chinese!
 For the second time in 2007, the Castle Church was
filled with the sounds of A Mighty Fortress being
sung in Chinese. Pastor William Liao brought his
second group of pilgrims from Taiwan, a group from
the China Evangelical Seminary in Taipei. Support
for the trip and the extra translation help wasmade
possible by grants from Christ Lutheran Church
(Bethesda, MD) and Zion Lutheran (Doylestown,
OH) . One of the wonderful fruits of this trip and
the support of Christ Lutheran and Zion Lutheran
was the special offering given to the Center’s
International Scholarship Fund by Pastor’s Liao’s
grateful group. As the movie of a few yearsback
remindsus: Play it Forward! So once more, our
brothersand sisters from Taiwan have led us in
singing , in singing a song of Thanksgiving!

 

CONGRATULATI ONS …
ð· To t he Evangelical Academy in Sachsen-

Anahlt . On Sept ember 1, t hey celebrat ed 10
years of pr ogr amming in t heir building r ight
behind t he Cast le cour t yar d. (t he Cent er has
it s of f ices in t his same building)

ð· To t he 11 past ors ordained at a special service
on Oct ober 7 at t he Magdebur g Cat hedr al by
KPS Bishop Axel Noack. The men and women
will ser ve t he Landeskir chen of Middle
Ger many. St eve was able t o par t icipat e in t he
laying on of hands dur ing t he Or dinat ion.

Coming t o Wit t enber g …
ð· Two progr ams connect ed wit h ELCA inst it ut ions, t he J anuar y Seminar y Cross-Cult ural Pr ogram under t he

dir ect ion of Prof essor Duane Pr iebe, War t bur g Seminary and t he Pacif ic Lut her an Univer sit y J anuar y
Semest er Progr am under t he dir ect ion of Pr of essor Dan Pet erson will t r avel t o Wit t enberg at t he st ar t
of t he new year . We look f orwar d t o wor king t hese st udent s and using t he many resour ces in “Lut her
Land” t o enr ich t heir cour sework.

ð· The Ref ormat ion Decade – st ar t ing in Sept ember 2008 wit h a special kick-of f celebrat ion on t he
weekend of Sept . 19 -21. The kick-of f will cont inue t hrough Ref ormat ion Day 2008. The Decade will
culminat e on Ref ormat ion Day 2017.

ð· Long-t ime Wit t enber g Cent er suppor t ing congr egat ion, Kount ze Memor ial Lut her an Church f r om Omaha,
Nebraska led by Dean Bard, f or mer Direct or of t he ELCA Cent er . Dean Bard will also be accompanying a
gr oup f rom Dana College. They will be in Wit t enberg f or t he Decade kick-of f weekend.

ð· The EKD (Evangelische Kir che in Deut schland) will provide a past or t o wor k in Wit t enber g in or der t o
coor dinat e work wit hin and out side Wit t enber g f or t he Ref or mat ion Decade.

ð· The Lut her an Wor ld Federat ion wor king wit h t he Unit ed Lut heran Chur ch of Germany (VELKD) will
st r engt hen it s pr esence in Wit t enberg and will be wor king wit h t he ELCA Wit t enberg Cent er and ot her
Lut heran Church bodies wor ldwide t o pr epar e f or and encourage int er nat ional Lut her an presence in
Wit t enber g.

ð· The independent Lut heran Church in Ger many (SELK) wit h t he f inancing of it s US par t ner – Lut her an
Church-Missour i Synod, has begun wor k on r est or ing an old high school building near t he St adt kir che (Cit y
Church) t o cr eat e a meet ing place and int ernat ional cent er . The cent er may include a chapel, a book st or e
and of f ices f or Missour i Synod Wor ld Relief .

ð·



NEWS BRIEFS (GERMANY and beyond):

EKD and ELCA sign agreement in Chicago

Chicago, USA -- Top leaders of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) and the
Evangelical Church in Germany (EKD)  signed an
agreement on Sept. 24 that commits the churches to
mutual exchange of information and provides
assistance and care for English-speaking Lutheran
congregations in Germany and German-speaking
congregations in the United States. The agreement,
effective Jan. 1, 2008, also provides for mutual
exchange of pastors, (EKD) deacons, (ELCA)
diaconal ministersand Christian education teachers.
 ELCA Bishop Hanson noted that the agreement is
actually a renewal of an agreement first made in
1991. The "framework" for the agreement is shared
altar and pulpit fellowship within the Lutheran
World Federation. EKD Bishop Huber added that
the agreement helps the ELCA and EKD work
together for the next 10 years in preparation for the
500th anniversary of the start of the Protestant
Reformation, which began Oct. 31, 1517, when
Martin Luther, a German monk, nailed 95 theses to
the Castle Church in Wittenberg, Germany.

Lutheran World Federat ion Center in Lutherstadt
Wit tenberg
Hannover, Germany The church leadership of the
United Evangelical Lutheran Church in Germany
(VELKD) hasdecided to support the planned Center
of the Lutheran World Federation in Lutherstadt
Wittenberg by financing a pastor position through
2017, the year of the celebration of the 500th

anniversary of the Reformation. The VELKD
leadership welcomes the prospect of an international
presence in Germany and will strive for a close
working relationship with the German National
Committee of the LWF and the ELCA Wittenberg
Center. In addition, VELKD expects a close
cooperation with the Foundation that the EKD plans
to establish in Wittenberg. The Center of the LWF
will, among other things, provide spiritual and
theological accompaniment for church groups from
the Lutheran world family, develop study programs
for students and congregational groupsand develop
pastors’ retreats.

* * * * *

GLOBAL M ISSION SUPPORT
(WITTENBERG CENTER DESIGNATED GIFTS)

Gifts for theWittenberg Center can besent toELCA Global
Mission Unit c/oTheRev. TwilaSchock, 8765 W. HigginsRoad

Chicago, IL 60631,
Pleaseremember to includethedesignation:

“ Level II -- ELCA Wittenberg Center”

Here they stand – our supporters!
Wethank theserecent supportersof theCenter:

Mary Frojen ………………………………………Sharon, ND
Lisa H elstein…………………………………..Marchfield, WI
LucilleKirkegaard ……………………...…Sturgeon Bay, WI
Rev Richard and Naomi Bruesehoff ……….. Park Ridge, IL

In honor of Janet Field’s90th Birthday
Tracie Lustic ……………………………….……..Toledo, OH
H elga Malmede ……..……………….Wittenberg, Germany
Steveand Jean Godsall-Myers………Wittenberg, Germany
China Evangelical Seminary Students ……………...Taiwan

CONGRATULATIONS:
Thisyear’s2008 EKD stipend recipients are the Rev.
M artin Lohrmann and the Rev. Eric Swensson.
Pastor Lohrmann is a Ph D. candidate at Lutheran
Theological Seminary at Philadelphia. His research
project, "Bugenhagen’s Life and Work During the
A ugsburg Interim”  w ill involve work in the
Wittenberg archives. He will be part of the special
Reformation Decade Scholar-in-Residence program
initiated by the Center in consultation with the EKD.
Pastor Swensson isPh D. candidate at Bratislava
University. H isproject is: "Dissertation Research:
Making Connectionsbetween German Lutheran
Pietism and Lutheran Orthodoxy” . We look forward
to his work connecting the Center with the Church
in Eastern Europe.

M ITEINANDER – Our Link to our Supporters
 In the last edition, we invited readers to consider
receiving Miteinander via e-mail and saving uspostage.
Many readers did send us their e-mail addresses to
make thishappen. Thank you – Danke schön! We
have initiated the process to make the changes– our e-
mail list is keep separately from our snail mail list (we
have a secret vault in the deserts of New Mexico and
John and Carol Bertrand have the key!) So, we ask for
your patience as we make the necessary changes. You
might receive both an e-mail and snail mail copy of this
issue. For those of you who have not changed and
would be able to receive Miteinander via e-mail – please
consider this. Send usyour snail mail and e-mail
addresses and we will make the change.  Thank you in
advance for this further support! Our e-mail address:

ELCA WittenbergCenter@t-online.de .
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