
Reaching Young 
Adults
Paul Wollner

Your mission support provides 
for the ELCA’s present and 
future gospel witness by 
funding the gathering and 
empowering of young adults 
(ages 18-30) for service 
through ELCA congregations, 
synods, seminaries, outdoor 
ministries, campus and 
chaplaincy ministries,  colleges and universities, and pilot ministry programs.

Here is an example: 

The “present” generation: When the Rev. Paul Wollner arrived at Mt.
Pilgrim Lutheran Church in Prosperity, S.C., he was, at 26, the youngest 
pastor in his conference—by 21 years. Two years later, he is working with 
young adults in the ELCA South Carolina Synod to begin a synod-wide 
Young Adult Movement. 

Through ELCA grants and with encouragement from the synod, the Young 
Adult Movement gathers young adults into small clusters for service, study, 
and fellowship. As a special project, the Young Adult Movement will equip 
participants to educate their congregations about the ELCA World Hunger Appeal.

“Young adults in their 20s and 30s have been called ‘the absent generation’ 
because they did not seem interested in being part of the church,” said
Wollner. “Now, we’re inviting and encouraging the ‘present generation.’”

For more Stories of Faith in Action, visit www.elca.org/stewardship/interpreting.html.
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