Understanding Fundamentalism Transcript

1. Gregg Quiggle:
Here are two Baptist ministers. One of

them recently died. Jerry Falwell. The
other one is Jesse Jackson. Now, what is

a Baptist?
g |
tandin 2. Irwin Lutzer:
i = I can assure you that the last people in
e mentalism

America that you should have any fear
about is the fundamentalist and the
evangelical community.

3. Larry Eskridge:
If you wanted a real thumbnail description
of who an evangelical is, it would be

anyone who likes Billy Graham.

. Narrator:

The influence of fundamentalist Christianity is felt in every walk of American
life. Many of the nation’s fastest growing churches hold to conservative Christian
theologies. Conservative Christians influence the debate surrounding prayer in
public schools, abortion and sexuality. Conservative Christian authors dominant
the Christian publishing industry. The purpose of this program is to help viewers
better understand the story behind the rise of fundamentalism and the later
evangelical movement, so that Christians, liberal and conservative, can find ways
to open doors of dialogue and ecumenical fellowship. We will also look at
examples of ELCA Lutherans working together with conservative Christians
across denominational lines in healthy ways. Finally, we will discuss the
phenomenon of global fundamentalist extremism and its impact on Christians in
the Middle East.

. Narrator:

In the early 1900s, American Christianity divided. What began in the halls of
academia quickly spread into the pews. It is known as the
fundamentalist/modernist controversy. The consequences of this division shaped
the face of American Christianity. Lutheran churches bypassed much of the
controversy, while other groups, like the Baptists and Presbyterians were torn
asunder.

. Mark Wilhelm: [Super: Mark Wilhelm, ELCA Assoc. Exec. Dir., Educational
Partnerships and Institutions]

The word evangelical through the 19th century in the United States was simply
the label inherited from Europe that meant Protestant. To this day, as most folks
know, you are either evangelical or Catholic in Germany. And that means
Lutheran or Catholic. That phrase evangelical was picked up in immigration to
the U.S. and it became generally used to define Christianity in the United States
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which meant it was evangelical Christianity not Roman Catholicism. In the late
19th century and early 20th century there were schools of theological thinking
called modernist which a number of Christians found not helpful.

Larry Eskridge: [Super: Larry Eskridge, Institute for the Study of American
Evangelicals, Wheaton College]

Beginning in the 1850-60s with the introduction of formal Biblical criticism,
literary critiques of the Bible, and also the introduction of Darwinist scientific
theory, there was a split within American Protestantism. You know, conservative
and more modernist or self-styled progressive Protestants. As the 19th century
moved along, those splits became wider.

Gregg Quiggle: [Super: Gregg Quiggle, Professor of Theology, Moody Bible
Institute]

In the early days, fundamentalism was used as a term to describe religious
conservatives. They were trying to defend the authority of the Bible. And most
importantly, they were trying to defend supernatural doctrines that they believed
the Bible taught. So these would include things like, inerrancy and inspiration of
scripture, the virgin birth, substitutionary atonement, the return of Christ.
Doctrines that were very supernatural in nature that liberal Christianity had
increasingly been backing away from because they saw those doctrines as
untenable.

Scott Kinney OC: 05:08:15 [Super: Scott Kinney, Associate Pastor, Trinity
Baptist Church, Yukon, OK]

In my mind, a fundamentalist is someone who takes the Bible, and looks at it and
interprets it literally, grammatically, in its historical context, the way it is written.
We are fundamentalists and conservative in the way we approach the Bible. It is
inerrant, infallible. When the Bible says that God created the world in six days,
we believe he did it in six days.

10. Narrator:

11.

The late 19th century produced a number of famous and influential revivalists
including Paul Rader, Reuben Torrey, , and Aimee Semple McPherson.

Edith Blumhofer SB: [Super: Edith Blumhofer, Wheaton College]

Ammie Simple McPherson was a famous female evangelist of the Pentecostal
movement from the mid nineteen teens. She reached her zenith in the early
1920’s. But kept on going until she died in 1944. And arguably was as well
known as any male evangelist ever had been. Here voice was recognizable
because she was a pioneer in radio preaching. She bought her own radio station.
And in those days when there were very few stations anywhere, you could
actually pick her up almost anywhere in the country at certain times of day or
night. Because there just wasn’t much interfereance. And so her voice was well
know. And her public, which she cultivated by doing city wide evangelistic
crusades around the nation was kept in touch, not only by periodicals, but also
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12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

listening to her voice and sermons.

Narrator:

After his professional baseball career came to a close in the 1880’s, William
Ashley Sunday, better known as Billy Sunday, became the most celebrated
evangelist of his day.

Billy Sunday VO:

I’11 fight the saloon from Habaria to Hoboken. And I’1l kick it as long as I’ve got
a foot. I'll fight it and punch it as long as I've got a fist. I'll butt it as long as I've
got a head. And I'll bite it as long as I've got a tooth and when I'm old, fistless,
footless and toothless, I'll gum it till I go home to glory and it goes home to
perdition."

Narrator:
Dwight L. Moody was another influential evangelist of the late 1800s.

Gregg Quiggle:
Mr. Moody was in many ways, the Protestant rock star of the late 1800s. And the

best contemporary today is Billy Graham. Dwight Moody was to his era what
Billy Graham is to our era.

Narrator:
A social worker, evangelist and publisher, D.L. Moody’s early ministry involved
serving the poor in Chicago.

Gregg Quiggle:
He has a conversion experience in Boston that begins to take root in Chicago.

And he gets involved with the YMCA. He starts a Sunday school for immigrant
kids in the part of Chicago that even the police were afraid to go into. There are
stories of him reading to African American children from the Bible and skipping
the words he couldn’t read. Very aggressive, very limited skill set... but deeply
committed to evangelism. And he is also concerned about the physical needs of
the people.

Narrator:
Moody became an international superstar after completing a preaching tour, or
“crusade,” in the United Kingdom.

Gregg Quiggle:
From that point on, he was a household name. The Boston Globe writes things

like, “Every American schoolboy should know the lives of the two consummate
Americans, Abraham Lincoln, and Dwight Moody.

Narrator:
D. L. Moody left behind a legacy that included schools, churches and a publishing
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22.

23.

24.

25.

26.

house. When he died in 1899, the fundamentalist/modernist controversy was
beginning to heat up. Conservative and liberal Christians were taking sides.

Gregg Quiggle:
When he dies and this debate begins to emerge, the empire is kind of ripped apart.

And even within his own family, his son Paul went to Yale and became part of the
social gospel movement. His son William also went to Yale, but he was a
fundamentalist.

Narrator:

The word “Fundamentalist” gets its name from a twelve-volume work known as
“The Fundamentals.” Seeking to distinguish conservatives from liberal,
modernistic Christians, publishers printed and distributed 3,000,000 volumes by
1915 at a cost of nearly $200,000.

Larry Eskridge:

The grand idea was that they would collect a huge apologetics library that would
be sent to every Protestant minister in the United States. The hope was that these
articles would sway the ministers who were more on the fence. And that they
would come into a more conservative alliance to forestall or reverse the liberal
gains in the denominations. Unfortunately, at least for the fundamentalists, the
only thing that came out of it was the name.

Gregg Quiggle:
They were trying to say, “You cannot flatten Christianity. You cannot reduce it to

mere ethics. It is grounded in certain historical events. And these events are
supernatural in nature. And God has interacted supernaturally with the created
order and with the human race. And Christianity demands a commitment to those
ideas.”

Narrator:

A key battleground was over the interpretation of scripture. Fundamentalist
insisted on a literal interpretation. They view the Bible as divinely authored and
inerrant, that is, free from error.

Martin E. Marty: [Super: Martin E. Marty, ELCA Pastor and Professor Emeritus,
University of Chicago Divinity School

My kind of Lutheran says, inerrancy is a 17th century invention, not a 16th
century Lutheran theme. Martin Luther yielded to nobody in his belief in the
authority of the Bible. He separated from Zwingli and the Reformed over two
words in the Bible. He could do that. And then on the other hand, he would say
that the Bible is totally true when leading us to salvation. But when those old
people wrote about kings and prophets they often made mistakes. He took it all as
authoritative - different degrees of authority. Those that make so much of the
philosophical doctrine of inerrancy, which is not taught in the Bible... there is not
a single text in which the Bible calls itself inerrant. It is a philosophical invention
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27.

28.
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30.

31.

and it is a smart one. But I think what they are out to do is to put out a barrier
against people saying anything they want about the Bible. Making it up as they go
along.

Gregg Quiggle:
Probably the best spokesperson for this in the early days, although he himself

would have eschewed the term “fundamentalist,” was a fellow named J. Gresham
Machen who was at Princeton. Who eventually left Princeton to form what we
call today, Westminster Seminary. And there was actually a split in the
Presbyterian Church about this.

Mark Wilhelm:

The leader of the modernist group was actually a Baptist preacher who came to be
the pastor of a church that was largely reformed in its heritage namely Harry
Emerson Fosdick at the Riverside Church in New York who wrote a famous book
called “Shall the Fundamentalists Win?”” This became quite a contentious debate
within reform circles, largely didn’t touch Lutheran circles, but these
controversies finally resulted in the two groups sort of going their own way.

Narrator:

The modernist/fundamentalist controversy reached its zenith in what some called
the trial of the century. It all took place in a sleepy courthouse in Dayton,
Tennessee. The issue was evolution.

Gregg Quiggle:
A fellow, John Scopes who is teaching biology at a high school in Dayton,

Tennessee. It is a town that is looking for publicity. So they literally cook this
whole thing up in a soda shop. Let’s have this trial. Let’s charge this guy with
teaching evolution. Tennessee had passed a law against it. The irony is, the
textbook that had been mandated by the state board of education included
evolution in it. So he is using the state text. And then the state law says that you
cannot teach it. And the ACLU caught wind of this and said, “Any teacher that is
prosecuted for this, we will support them.” Clarence Darrow came down.
William Jennings Bryan on the other side. It was a very interesting trial. The first
trial to be on the radio. WGN covered it in Chicago. And Clarence Darrow
understood that the key people were not the people in Tennessee listening to the
argument. What he understood was, the intellectual elites in the East and the
Midwest, or those people that would be reached by media like newspaper and
radio, were the ones that really were important. So he was really playing for that
broader audience. Jennings was playing for this rural Tennessee audience. And
the reality was, Clarence Darrow lost the battle and won the war.

Mark Wilhelm:
The modernist folks won control of the institutions. The fundamentalists sort of
walked out and then sort of went underground and spent the next 30 years roughly
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32.

33.

34.

35.

36.

37.

38.

building their own institutions in a very democratized, bottom up kind of way.

Larry Eskridge:
Fundamentalism went back to what they did best as they began to resituate
themselves and pull out of some denominations, which is building churches and

Bible schools, goingout and having revivals, and saving souls. This is what they
did best.

Narrator:

After the 1920’s, Bible Colleges and conservative seminaries began to spring up
in North American. The Moody Bible Institute becomes known as “The West
Point” of fundamentalism. A.B. Simpson, founder of the Christian and
Missionary Alliance founds Nyack Missionary College. In 1924 the Evangelical
Theological College, later called the Dallas Theological Seminary was launched.
By the 1940s, the fundamentalist movement in America had divided even further.

Larry Eskridge:

A new reclamation of the word evangelical comes along in the 1940s as a way to
describe themselves as faithful to traditional Protestant evangelical emphasis, but
different from the fundamentalist movement out of which they were coming.

Narrator:

Theologian Carl F.H. Henry, the first editor-in-chief Christianity Today magazine
wrote a book titled “The Uneasy Conscience of Modern Fundamentalism.” In it,
he chastised fundamentalism for its disengagement from social and benevolent
work.

Larry Eskridge:

The call for Christians is to mandate and go out to the other culture, to contribute
and Christianize it. By separating ourselves, we are not doing that. So that really
was impetus towards creating something else out of this fundamentalist
movement.

Irwin Lutzer: [Super: Irwin Lutzer, Pastor, Moody Memorial Church]

The older fundamentalists, God bless them, they were right about their doctrines,
but again, they retreated from society. And with that retreat, they reacted against
what was known as the social gospel. That is another reason why some of us like
the term, evangelical, much better than fundamentalism. Because, we actually
believe that we are to be salt and light at all levels of culture.

Larry Eskridge:

If you want a thumbnail description of who an Evangelical is , it would be anyone
who liked Billy Graham. And to some degree, that is probably as close as you
can get to really nailing down, who is an evangelical.



Understanding Fundamentalism Transcript

39.

40.

41.

42.

43.

44,

45.

Narrator:

William Franklin Graham Jr. was born on a dairy farm near Charlotte, North
Carolina. After briefly attending fundamentalist Bob Jones College, Graham
transferred to the Florida Bible Institute, and finally graduated from Wheaton
College in Illinois in 1943. Later, Graham co-founded Youth for Christ, an
international evangelistic ministry. He also began a series of evangelist crusades
that took him around the world and put a face on American evangelical
Christianity.

Billy Graham:

Tonight, I am glad to tell you as we close, that the Lord Jesus Christ can be
received, your sins forgiven, your burdens lifted, your problems solved by turning
your life over to him, repenting of your sin and turning to Jesus Christ as savior.
Shall we pray.

Gregg Quiggle:
William Randolph Hearst, the legend is he called the editors and said, “Puff

Graham.” So Graham goes to New York City. And this becomes the critical
event. In New York, he invites Roman Catholic representatives to sit on the
platform with him. And this, for the fundamentalists is a breaking point. Because
now he is not only interacting with people, people who are outside the true faith,
he is interacting with those who interact with... it is called second-degree
separation.

Narrator:
Today, a broad spectrum of conservative Christian groups call themselves
evangelical.

Gregg Quiggle:
Evangelicals interact with the culture. Evangelicals engage people they don’t

agree with. They don’t separate. They are irenic as opposed to polemic. That is,
they are engaging in conversation instead of just condemning.

Irwin Lutzer:

What I would like to say to many of our friends who may not share our
commitments, is simply this. Be very careful not to paint us with the same brush,
as the saying goes. When Jerry Falwell hw said that 9/11 happened because of
the gays and the abortionists spray painted onto Moody Church the next week
were the words, “God hates homosexuals, Jerry Falwell.” Which proves that we
are not only painted with the same brush, we are sprayed with the same can of
paint.

Gregg Quiggle:
There is virtually no distinction between “Fundamentalism” and

“Evangelicalism.” And it is entirely understandable. From an outsider’s
perspective, they really look the same. For insiders, it is radically different. If
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49.
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you walked up to the average evangelical and said, “Bob Jones University and
Wheaton College are exactly the same,” they would laugh.

Mark Wilhelm:
It’s not fair to lump all fundamentalists and evangelicals together; it’s like other
major movements, it’s not monolithic.

Narrator:

Theologically conservative African American Christians make up a distinctive
brand of Evangelical Christianity. They are at the same time theologically
conservative and socially progressive. Second Baptist Church is a one hundred
year old African American congregation in Wheaton, Illinois.

Andre Allen: [Super: Andre Allen, Pastor, Second Baptist Church, Wheaton, IL]
Our belief is that God is concerned not only about our souls going to heaven,
liberation of the soul to heaven, but liberation of the total person and liberation of
a people. Kind of like the children of Israel. It is not just individualistic
salvation, but salvation and liberation of a people. And I think African Americans
emphasis that, not only is individual salvation important, salvation of a people,
but the improvement the betterment of a people is important to God.

Narrator:
Pentacostals are another group who share similarities with fundamentalists.

Edith Blumhofer: [Super: Edith Blomhofer, Wheaton College]

They are very like the fundamentalists in terms of education, class, social
location. But they are people who instead of making inerrency a big focus, are
really looking more at the Holy Spirit. Most of the fundamentalists by the early
20™ century... the people who accepted the name were people who believed that
the gifts of the Holy Spirit had stopped. That they no longer operated in the
modern church. And they used, after 1909, the Scofield Bible and its copious
notes, to help them explain how God worked in the world at different times in
history. And the Pentecostals were people who said, “No. That is wrong. We are
in the end times. And in the end times there is going to be a massive revival right
before Jesus returns. And part of that revival is going to be a restoration of the
gifts of the Holy Spirit.

Narrator:

There are many examples of ELCA congregations working together in healthy
ways with conservative Christian brothers and sisters. Yukon, Oklahoma, is
situated in the heart of the Bible belt. Lutherans are in the minority here. Timothy
Dearhamer is pastor of Resurrection Lutheran Church in Yukon.

Timothy Dearhamer: [Super: Pastor Timothy Dearhamer, Resurrection Lutheran, Yukon,

Okla.]
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Having been born and raised Lutheran in Oklahoma, I have always been concerned and
saddened, quite frankly, at how ineffective the Lutheran church has been in Oklahoma.
The ELCA in particular is less than one percent of the population. Lutheran
congregations in Oklahoma tend to do one of three things. Either circle the wagons or just
stay within themselves; mimic the culture, which is forget they are Lutheran and trying to
be something they are not; or the third, a sadder one, which is mock it.

Narrator:

Dearhamer and other area pastors formed the Yukon Ministry Alliance. The goal of this
group is to build bridges of understanding and tackle difficult social concerns facing the
Yukon community

Tom Arnould: [Super: Pastor Tom Arnould, Good News Church, Yukon, Okla.]

[ Yukon] Ministry Alliance is basically an organization here that put together people from
a variety of different backgrounds. We have Baptist, Catholic, Lutheran, Presbyterian,
Methodist, Church of the Nazarine, Disciples of Christ, Christian Church, independent
Christian Churches, the list goes on, as well as our church which is a nondenominational
Charismatic church. We have a variet of different backgrounds. I think about 17 different
church affiliations are represented. We come together once a month. We have lunch
together as pastors. We have a great time of fellowship. It is not theological, it is not even
doctrinal. It is just a time when where we share our hearts. It is really a healthy time
where we get to know one another. We are not competitors; we are colleagues. We all
have a desire to rejoice with those that rejoice when things are going well, then to weep
with those that weep.

Narrator:
One tangible outgrowth of the Yukon Ministrial Alliance is the Manna Pantry.

Jackie Hartpence: [Super: Jackie Hartpence, Director, Manna Pantry]
The Manna Pantry serves food to the hungry, especially children, to a mixture of the
Yukon area, or Eastern Canadian County have food.

Peggy Long: [Super: Peggy Long, Manna Pantry Volunteer]

This was origninally a home and a group of volunteers remodeled it and made it into the
Manna Pantry. A lot of towns have a lot of jealousy in between the churches, but in this
town, I do not believe that has ever been so.

Scott Kinney: [Super: Scott Kinney, Associate Pastor, Trinity Baptist Church, Yukon,
Okla.]

Since we have been a part of the ministry alliance, working with all these other great
brothers and sisters in Christ who are in leadership of these churches. We come together
as a united force and say this is the way we are going to handle the needy of our
community. Jesus says the needy and the poor will always be with you. It is part of our
responsibility as God’s people to show them the love of God.
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Narrator:

A less typical example of Lutherans and Evangelicals working together takes place at
Alleluia! Lutheran Church in Naperville, Illinois where Dan Wynard is a teaching pastor.
Wynard came to faith through Youth for Christ and worked in Russia as a missionary
with Intervarsity Christian Fellowship.

Dan Wynard: [ Super: Dan Wynard, Teaching Pastor, Alleluia! Lutheran, Naperville, I11.]
I fully believe that the Bible is inspired by God, fully trustworthy without mistaking its
original form. The unique thing about the Bible is that it is not just an ordinary book. It is
God’s revelation. When you read it with a kind of integrity or honesty, you will meet
God. That is the foundation of what I do at Alleluia. They had been looking for a
teaching pastor. They had not had any success at finding the right person that fit both
their church mentality and a person who really loved scripture. That is where I fit in
because I have a passion and excitement for the Bible and its relevance to people’s lives.
That is what they really saw in me, and it is what they wanted me to bring to Alleluia. I
fit right in.

SB from member of Alleluia about Dan Wynard

Dan Wynard:

After 11 years of working in Russia, working in variouschurches in different kindsof
ministry, aswell as hdpingto start a Bible ingitute there. | returned to the states to the
areawhere | was fromto accept this postion as ateaching pastor at Alleluia. Alleluia had
been looking for ateaching pastor. They had nat had alot of success at finding theright
person tha fit both thar church mentality and a peson whoreally loved scripture. Tha is
where | fit in because | have a passion and excitement for the Bible, and itsrelevance to
people@ lives. That iswhat they really saw in me, and it is what they wanted meto bring
to Alleluia. | fitrightin. | fully bdieve tha theBible isingpired by God, fully trugworthy
withoutmistaking its origind form. The uniquething abouttheBibleistha it isnotjug
an ordinary book It is God@revelation. When you read it with akind of integrity or
honesty, youwill meet God. That isthefoundaion of wha | do at Alleluia. It ishdping
people meet God throughscriptures.

Lori Bauer:

Pastor Dan isawondeful person. Heisvery enthusastic aboutteaching the Bible study.
He knows everything. And hedoesn®make youfed asif youneed to beon top of
everything, like, knowtheBible. | knowafew stories. Andheisvery willingto teach
you.

Dan Wynard:

| am proudto be called andidentified with the Lutheran church. With all of its strengths
and with al of its weaknesses. No churches are pefect. | havereally come to valueand
appreciate some of the strengths of the Lutheran tradition after having been involved here
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asapastor.

Narrator:

In 1979, a group of militant Iranian university students took over the American
diplomatic mission in Tehran, Iran. Known as the Iran hostage crisis, the affair pushed
the notion of global fundamentalism to the forefront of the American consciousness.

Narrator:
Since that time, the word “fundamentalist” has expanded far beyond its original meaning
to include a wide range of people and belief systems.

Martin E. Marty:

Around the world, there is a massive, convulsive ingathering of peoples into their
separateness and over againstness, to protect their pride, power and place from the real or
presumptiveness of other people who are going through the same thing. That may be
ethnic if you feel your tribe is in trouble. It could be national, where being presaged.

It could be a social class, or anything else. Normally it is religious, and when it is, we
call it religious fundamentalism. The first thing people in a church body like ours should
do in dealing with “the other” is discriminate. Be careful in your use of terms. Don’t give
people a label [or] creed that is not theirs. Hard line fundamentalism in America is a very
different position to hold. I think it is important to keep a distinction between that and
modern Evangelicalism, the Billy Graham types and his decendants. Most Pentecostals,
Most African American Churches, many in the conservative Prodestant bodies hold many
things in common with fundamentalism. Everyboyd has some shtick that makes them a
little different. ...about the second coming or infant baptism or something. But over all
they have that same view of the Bible and some of the features of it. But there are huge
differences within that camp. Andtherefore | would always try to find outwha you are
talking aboutwhen | talk aboutChristian and Missionay Alliance or wha ever.

Narrator:
Nowhere is the sting of extremist fundamentalism felt more strongly than in the Middle
East.

Munib Younan: [Super: Munib Younan, Bishop, Evangelical Lutheran Church in Jordan
and the Holy Land]

Nowadays, the Christian right, mainly coming from the US, are the ones are the ones who
are really causing quite a lot of problems for us. Especially those fundamentalists, the
Christian Zionists or the Christian fundamentalists, what ever you want to call them, that
come from the states... For me the sinerios these Christain right are creating, are very
dangerous. There is no religion that has a monopoly on hate and and extremeism. We
must stand in front of God, evaluating each religion itself, and asking, “Did we promote
fundamentals of our faith or did we promote fundamentalism and extremism?” These are
two different things. [ want every person what ever his or her religion is, what ever there
denomination is, to be loyal to fundamentals of their faith. But also to read their faith in
the spirit of these fundamentals. Not in the spirit of fundamentalism.

11



Understanding Fundamentalism Transcript

Scott Kinney:

I think if you are going to fulfill God’s mission he has given to you, of reaching those
who are dying and have no hope, and no peace, or joy in this life, show them the love of
God, not just hell fire and brimstone. Because I think the love of God is what draws more
men to God than anything else. Not just the fear of God. Show the loving Jesus who
loved them so much to die for them that they might have abundant life here on earth, and
then the icing of the cake is heaven for eternity. People in a desperate situation will
respond to that message, and you will actually have new life in Christ. You will see them
have a joy and peace they have never had. Lives will be changed, families will be put
back together, and kids will have a focus in life. I think that is the fundamental
conservative message that Evangelicals, for the most part, embrace.

Andre Allen:

Jesus didn’t say the greatest commandment is “Love the fundamentals or love the
conservatives or liberals or love thy denomination with all thy heart.” But it is to love
God. And to love your neighbor as you love yourself.

Edith Blumhofer:

I think is is useful to know who you are talking about. But it has gotten more muddled.
Because there are now more and more people who would identify themselves with more
of the classical Pentecostal movement but we are now many generations from the
beginnings. And there feelings about denomination and creed are different. There has
been debate all along.

Gregg Quiggle:
Labels don’t matter very much in this country anymore. I’ll make it very simple. Here

are two Baptist ministers. One of them recently died. Jerry Falwell, the other one is
Jessie Jackson. Now, what is a Baptist? And you cannot know, if your neighbor says “I
am a Baptist” what does that mean? Let them define it.

Irwin Lutzer:

| can assure you that thelast people in Americatha you should have any fear aboutisthe
fundanentalist and the evangdical community. Andwhat ever perceptionsyou may
have aboutus we are very probably notwhat you perceive usto be

Andre Allen:

We lift up, notso much tha we are Baptists, we understand a Baptist identity, a Baptist
approach, and undestanding aboutmany thingsin scripture and life, butthat is notwha
we promote. We promote Christ. We promote God. And we promote lovefor our
brother and our sister, for our neéghborwho ever they are. Whether they are African
American or whethe they are Baptists, whether they are conservative, or whether they
are Chrigtian or not Whethe they areaMudim or a Jew or a Budists, God has called us
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