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= Tim is assigned to the Japan Lutheran College and the Japan LutheranTheological Seminary as an

instructor of historical theology.Mari serves as a teacher in the orientation program for new ELCA
missionaries to Japan.

1im McKenzie

BIRTH DATES R

ANNIVERSARY July 22
COMPANION SYNOD South Carolina
COUNTRY OF SERVICE Japan

Prayer Concerns

t Please pray for the seminarians of the Japan LutheranTheological Seminary, that they be prepared for
their work as parish pastors.

+ Please remember the leaders and churches of the Japan Evangelical Lutheran Church as they seek to
share the Gospel within Japanese society.

 Please prayerfully remember those who are preparing for Holy Baptism, that their faith may be
strengthened and that they might love and serve Christ according to their gifts.

+ Please remember the students of the Japan Lutheran College, that they be led to a deeper understanding
of the power of faith at work in their lives.

+ Please remember the Japan LutheranTheological Seminary as it seeks to restructure its curriculum to
better respond to the needs of parish ministry in Japan in the 21st century.

 Please pray for those who are homeless, alone, suffering from depression, or thoughts of suicide, that God
might find a path into their lives and renew them with hope and joy.

As a sponsor of Mari andTim,you are asked to remember
them with your prayers and your financial support.Gifts of
any size are welcome;a gift of $ 130 supports a family for
one day.Please send support gifts to:

Missionary-for-a-Day

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
PO.Box 71764

Chicago, IL 60694-1764

Make check payable to: Evangelical Lutheran Church in America




Dear Friends,

We send you greetings from T 0@0, Japan! We serve as ELCA missionaries in the metroyo[imn T oﬁyo
area. Tim serves at the Japan Lutheran Coffege and the Japan Lutheran T ﬁeofogica[ Seminary as an
instructor of historical theolo v, and Mari serves as a teac{er in the orientation program for new ELCA
missionaries to Japan. We t ank you for our }memfu[ syonsorsﬁiy cf our work and the wider work cf
the Division for Global Mission. Your gg% make a wide variety qf work overseas yossibﬁz, and we thank
you for your concern in the g[oﬁa[ mission of the ELCA.

Tim's work as an instructor of historical theolo Y is a cﬁa[(enging ministry that jorovic[es him with the
}arivifege of teacﬁing co[[ége and seminary studgnts in the Japanese fanguage. CDia[ogue in the classroom
is stimulating as students have varied interests from many tflﬁ(erent Eacﬁgwumfs. In illjarif 2005 (the
school’ year begins in A ril) the cof&zge established a new intercfiscg’pfinary Jeyartment comﬁining the
Social Weﬁfare, Clinical Ps cﬁo[ogy and Cﬁn’sticmity Departments. It is ﬁope(f that tﬁrougﬁ interdisci-
y[inary study these three dlépartments will be able to aiofpstucﬁmts in their uncﬁarsmnoﬁ'ng of [ife, work
and faitﬁ. e Japan Lutheran T ﬁeofogica( Seminary jorovic{es tﬁeofogica[ education for both the Japan
Evangelical Lutheran Church (JELC) and the Japan Lutheran Church (NRK). The JELC works
toget er in mission with the ELCA, while the NRK is ﬁistorica[fy in cooyemtion with the Lutheran
Church Missouri Synocf

Mari continues her work in a ministr qf orientation for new ELCA missionaries arriving each year n
Japan. Moving to a new country and%acing the struggﬁzs of [earm’ng a new [cmgua e and engaging a
new culture is a daunting task. Mari ﬁeﬁos new missionaries with sessions on c[ai(y 1fe and culture in
Japan as a means of he lping them to a(ﬁust to Japan and Begin work in their new respective assign-
ments.

Tl ﬁougﬁ ja})an is a hi ﬁfy c&zve[cyecf nation, its yecy&z nevertheless face human issues common around
the world. One issue that we are concerned about is the ﬁigﬁ number of persons who commit suicide each
ear. f\/ery year rougﬁfy 30,000 persons choose to end their own [ives. That is about one suicide every

}{ifteen minutes. This startfing rl(igure suggests that joersona[ strugg[es seem to overpower Joersona[ ﬁoye.
jayan is often yortmyec( as a hard workgglg and a[i[;’gent nation, and while that is c%cten accurate, many
yeoy(e face issues which tﬁey are unable to resolve alone. T1 ﬁougﬁ j?aan is fi[fec{ with an abundance of
(fm’fy goods and services, the ﬁigﬁ rate of suicide reveals another side of cfaify (1fe for which economic
ofeve[oyment has been unable to }Wow’ofe an answer. We ask for your prayers for those persons, who may
be unknown to us, but for whom ﬁfe holds no ﬁ(yae or joy. iMay the Lorcy (f all [ife ﬁ’mf a way into their
[ives renewing their ﬁoye and joy.

Tina[[y, we remember your ministries in our prayers and ﬁope that your involvement in God's mission
will continue to be fec{ and nurtured Ey §0(f5 race. We are constantfy amazed By the great gifts that
God bestows on eoy(e, a([owing them to use their talents for God's mission. Japanese ¢ urches are often
small but are characterized Ey a deep commitment to mission, cﬁ’scip[ksﬁi}o and stewarcfsﬁija Because of
your support o the gfoﬁa[ mission of the ELCA we are able to participate in God's mission here in
Japan. May the Go of love, who sent Christ Jesus into the world, continue to bless you and your min-
istries with love and grace.

In the peace of Christ,

T imotﬁy & Mari McKenzie

10/05
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