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IN THIS ISSUE  
This issue of LERNing focuses on the 2008 
National Workshop for Christian Unity held in 
Chicago.  A detailed written report from the 
Office of Ecumenical and Interreligious Relations 
is included at the end of the newsletter. 
 
FROM THE PRESIDENT 
Dr. Rocky Piro 
 

The separation of Christians from one another 
“remains a broken and incomplete witness to 
God’s mercy.”  This excerpt from the Interim 
Eucharistic Sharing agreement between the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America and the 
United Methodist Church is a powerful reminder 
of the importance of efforts to bridge differences 
among Christians. 
 

In the March 2008 issue of LERNing, outgoing 
LERN president Scott Cady reminded us of how 
dramatically the ecumenical landscape has 
shifted in the last 20 years.  We are very grateful 
for Scott’s leadership in the Network and his 
upbeat assessment of the significant inroads 
that have been made in recent decades to work 
toward a common life in Christ.   
 

In remarks at the first plenary gathering in 
Chicago, outgoing vice-president Russell Meyer 
urged ecumenical representatives and other 
Lutherans to “grow the capacity of the network.”  
Indeed, the ecumenical efforts of the ELCA are 
at a crucial – and exciting – point.  Much work is 
needed to truly achieve all that we can from our 
full communion relationships with the Reformed, 
Moravians, Episcopalians, and – God-willing in 
2009 – with United Methodists.  At the same 
time, we need to continue to work on reception 
with other partners with whom we are in 
dialogue.   
 

While in Chicago, we were introduced to the 
Reverend Donald McCoid, the new Executive 
Director for the ELCA’s Office of Ecumenical 
and Interreligious Relations.  Dr. McCoid, who 
previously served as bishop of the Southwest 
Pennsylvania Synod, brings a rich history of 
work and dedication to church unity to the job.  
Together with Dr. Michael Trice and the other 

staff in Chicago, Dr. McCoid is finalizing the 
details of a strategic plan.  The Network looks 
forward to working with Donald and Michael and 
many others throughout the ELCA and beyond 
to move forward with reception and other tasks 
to be identified in the plan.  We also celebrate 
the gifts and talents brought to the ecumenical 
work of the ELCA by our previous director, Dr. 
Randall Lee.   
 

At its final meeting during the Workshop, the 
Board made a commitment to work more 
intensively on communication with the entire 
Network over the next 12 months.  We welcome 
ongoing conversation and input from all 
ecumenical representatives and Lutheran 
ecumenists on ways the Network can serve you 
and your efforts to advance the unity of Christ’s 
Church.   
 
ELECTIONS FOR BOARD MEMBERS & OFFICERS 
At the April 2008 National Workshop for 
Christian Unity, Region 3 elected Rev. Dr. Elaine 
Siemsen, Southeastern Minnesota Synod, to 
serve as its member to the LERN Executive 
Board.  Region 5 re-elected Chris Olkiewicz, 
Southeastern Iowa Synod, as its board member.   
 

The Executive Board elected Dr. Rocky Piro, 
from Region 1, to serve a two-year term as 
president.  Diane Lowe, Region 2, was elected 
to serve as vice-president.  Bill Sappenfield 
continues to serve as secretary, the third officer 
position on the board.  His term continues for 
another year.   
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LERN EXECUTIVE BOARD (by region)  
1 - Rocky Piro (president), rpiro@aol.com 
2 – Diane Lowe (vice-president), dianelowe@sbcglobal.net 
3 – Elaine Siemsen, elaine.siemsen@mnsu.edu 
4 – Bill Sappenfield (secretary), plcpastor1@sbcglobal.net 
5 – Chris Olkeiwicz, revcdo@standrewsames.org 
6 – Tim Philabaum, tphilabaum@hotmail.com 
7 – Scott Cady (immediate past president), 
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8 – Larry Kemp, pastor125kemp2@verizon.net 
9 – Russell Meyer (immediate past vice president), 

russellmeyer@att.net 
at-large – Richard Jeske, rjes@aol.com 
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LERN PLENARY SESSION # 1 
LERN held three plenary sessions during the 
Workshop.  On Monday, April 14th, Vice-
President Russell Meyer introduced the Rev. Dr. 
Donald McCoid, the new Executive Director for 
Ecumenical and Interreligious Relations.  Dr. 
McCoid gave a brief report on the Ecumenical 
Consultation that took place at the ELCA offices 
in Chicago in February 2008.  It involved about 
two dozen people, including Presiding Bishop 
Mark Hanson, ecumenists William Rusch and 
Michael Root, several synodical bishops and 
seminary faculty members, and key ELCA staff.  
Scott Cady and Rocky Piro represented LERN.  
(A summary of the Consultation appears in the 
March 2008 issue of LERNing.)   
 
Dr. Michael Trice noted that the Consultation 
discussed the value of ongoing ecumenical 
formation, which needs to be developed and 
nurtured throughout the Church.  Churchwide 
staff is working with the results of the 
Consultation to craft a strategic plan for the 
ELCA’s ecumenical work.  Dr. Trice then 
introduced Teresita Valeriano, a regional officer 
for the Lutheran World Federation in North 
America.  Teresita is working with ER. 
 
In his report to the plenary, Vice-President 
Meyer spoke about generational transition and 
the need to make room for all people in 
ecumenical ministry.  He stated the hope to build 
network capacity and asked that LERN assist 
with developing events to celebrate the tenth 
anniversary of the Joint Declaration on the 
Doctrine of Justification – a landmark statement 
that Lutherans share with Roman Catholics and 
Methodists. 
 
In response to a question about the number of 
ordinations taking place under the bylaw 
“exceptions” provision  (7.31.17), Paul Schreck 
(churchwide staff) reported that the figure 
averages at 1.8 percent annually.   
 
 
JOIN OUR EDITORIAL TEAM!  LERNing is 
currently looking for two more individuals to fill 
slots on the editorial team.  If interested, please 
contact Rocky Piro or Elaine Siemsen.  (See 
contact information on the front page of the 
newsletter.) 
 

 
Baptismal Affirmation Rite, Opening Worship 
2008 National Workshop for Christian Unity, Chicago 
 
LERN PLENARY SESSION # 2 
Vice-President Russell Meyer chaired the 
second plenary session on Tuesday, April 15th.  
It was reported that more than 60 Lutherans 
were registered for the workshop.   
 
Dr. Michael Trice reported that the ELCA is 
engaged in a full update of its webpage – 
including the website for the Office of 
Ecumenical and Interreligious Relations.  It is 
expected that the new webpage will be up and 
running by early May.  There was discussion 
about using the update to improve 
communication throughout the ELCA, including 
with the LERN membership.  As part of the 
discussion, information was shared on 
communication efforts with bishops and synods, 
and among LERN members in each region.   
 
Regional caucuses were asked to review the 
LERN manual and Confessing Our Faith 
Together, the study guide for the full communion 
proposal between the ELCA and United 
Methodist Church.   
 

 
Rev. Tim Philabaum, Homilist, and Rev. Pierson Shaw, 
Presider, Lutheran Eucharist at the National Workshop 
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CAUCUS REPORTS 
Region 1 :  Written report highlighted a number of joint 
ministries, including a joint Lutheran-Episcopal TV 
ministry in Seattle, and cooperative efforts in Alaska.  
State associations of churches in both Montana and 
Washington are in transition.  Agreed to work together 
on develop resources and support for addressing 
interfaith issues. 
Region 2 :  Also submitted a written report.  Is working 
to increase participation in LERN by other synods in 
the region.  Facing challenges in interior California 
with the leadership of the Diocese of San Joaquin 
taking action to withdraw from the Episcopal Church.   
Region 3 : Elected Elaine Siemsen to serve on the 
Executive Board.  Noted strong resources in the 
region with large membership number and 
educational institutions.  Discussed working with 
those synods that currently do not have active LERN 
representatives. 
Region 4 : Noted joint ministries on college 
campuses, a federated Lutheran-Presbyterian 
ministry in Kansas, a Moravian pastor serving an 
ELCA congregation in Missouri, and a Lutheran 
congregation making space available to a Sikh 
community in Texas. 
Region 5 : Reelected Chris Olkiewicz to serve on the 
Executive Board.  Judicatory heads are being invited 
to participate in synod assemblies.  There is an 
ELCA/UMC shared Hispanic ministry.  Partners are 
reviewing a LARC covenant in Milwaukee.   
Region 6 : There was a 3-day LARC retreat.  Indiana-
Kentucky Synod hosts an Ecucamp.  A Lutheran-
Catholic Commission hosted a pilgrimage to 
Wittenberg and Rome.  Bexley Hall, an Episcopal 
Seminary program, is now located on the campus of 
Trinity Seminary in Columbus. 
Region 7 :  Ecumenical leaders are involved in the 
papal visit that was taking place at the time of the 
meeting in New York City.  Two LARC days have 
been organized in the Metropolitan New York Synod 
and will involve all 3 bishops.  New Jersey Synod sent 
representatives to the installation of the United 
Lutheran Church Council in Namibia.  A monthly inter-
faith social event, Abraham’s Table, is a conversation 
meeting of Jews, Muslims, and Christians.   
Region 8 :  Bishops participated in Lutheran, 
Episcopal, and United Methodist eucharist.  A 
Methodist bishop will speak at the synod assembly in 
Pittsburg.  
Region 9 :  An ecumenical consultation on mission 
planting has been established with 
Lutheran/Episcopalian cooperation.  A retreat entitled 
On The Ground involved all of the local bishops; 
Christopher Epting, Ecumenical Officer of the 
Episcopal Church, and Donald McCoid led the retreat.  
Discussions are underway for sharing facilities 
between the ELCA and the AME-Zion in North 
Carolina.  The ELCA and Episcopal Church share a 
seafarers ministry in Puerto Rico. 
 
 

LERN PLENARY SESSION # 3 
Board member Rocky Piro chaired the final 
plenary session on Wednesday, April 16th.  Each 
region provided a report of its caucus meeting.  
(See box to the left.)   
 
In other discussion, Rev. Donald McCoid 
reported that in January the Lutheran-Episcopal 
Coordinating Committee discussed the current 
situation in Episcopal Church.  He noted that, if 
a diocese or parish leaves the Episcopal 
Church, there is not relationship with the ELCA.   
 
Dr. Michael Trice noted that efforts are 
underway to establish full communion between 
the United Methodist Church and three historic 
black Methodist churches, the African Methodist 
Episcopal Church, the African Methodist 
Episcopal Zion Church, and the Christian 
Methodist Episcopal Church.  Rev. McCoid 
noted that at a recent meeting of Churches 
Uniting in Christ (CUIC) did not have 
representation from two of the ten members, 
AME and AME-Zion.  A high-level group will 
meet in May 2008 to determine the future of 
CUIC. 
 
A question was raised about the LERN manual, 
which is still in draft form:  Language developed 
in 2007 that calls for at-large members to be 
ratified by the membership of LERN had not yet 
been included in the 2008 draft.  That will be 
corrected and the language will be included in 
the next revision. 
 

 
Joint meeting of the LERN and EDEIO boards at the 
Lutheran Center in Chicago. 
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EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING 
Bill Sappenfield, secretary, opened the meeting.  
Others present included Larry Kemp, Diane 
Lowe, Chris Olkiewicz, Tim Philabaum, Rocky 
Piro, and Elaine Siemsen.  Also present were 
Dr. Michael Trice (ELCA-ER) and Judi Longin 
(CADEIO liaison). 
 
The Board elected Rocky Piro to a two-year 
term as president.  Diane Lowe was elected to a 
two-year term as vice-president. 
 
LERNing.  Rocky has been editor of LERNing 
and given his new duties as president will be 
stepping down from that duty.  However, he 
offered to continue through the production of the 
May issue.  Jennifer Sweitzer has offered to 
assist with the newsletter and other interested 
persons will be contacted about serving on the 
editorial team.   
 
Liaison Positions.  Traditionally, the vice-
president has served as liaison to LERNing.  
However, the board decided to create a new 
liaison position for communications that will 
including both LERNing and the LERN website 
maintained by ER.  Elaine Siemsen agreed to 
serve as the communications liaison.  The board 
also agreed that Russell Meyer will continue to 
have leadership for developing a blog for the 
Network. 
 
The Board reached consensus that Chris 
Olkiewicz will be the liaison to EDEIO and that 
Russell Meyer will continue as liaison to 
CADEIO.  Richard Jeske will continue as liaison 
to the National Planning Board.  Judi Longin 
suggested that the CADEIO liaison be included 
in future LERN conference calls.  There was 
general agreement. 
 
The Board discussed developing a relationship 
with ECCO, the Presbyterian Church USA, or 
both as their ecumenical networks evolve.  At 
present, the Presbyterians are part of ECCO, 
but may establish a network for their church 
body.  Rocky and Diane agreed to be in contact 
with both ECCO and Presbyterian officers about 
future relationships. 
 
Reporting and Communications.   The board 
discussed establishing a pattern whereby the 
president issues a report to the Network three or 
four times a year.  It was also agreed that it 
would be appropriate for the vice-president to 
issue a report at least once each year.  The 

secretary will issue minutes of meetings 
including conference calls.  They will be 
reviewed by board members then distributed to 
LERN members.  The board also set a date and 
time for monthly conference calls.   
 
The board requested that ER develop a written 
report in the future for LERN packets at the 
NWCU, similar to the report the Office prepares 
for the Church Council.  It was also agreed that 
each region should provide a written report prior 
to the Workshop and have copies available for 
distribution. 
 
National Workshop Planning.  The board 
discussed developing a process for Lutheran 
registration at future workshops, similar to the 
processes used by CADEIO and EDEIO.  This 
would provide information on how many 
Lutherans will be attending.  This will greatly 
assist in outreach and planning efforts geared 
toward Lutheran participants.  The vice –
president will explore options and models for 
such registration. 
 
Ideas for Future Workshops? 
Please contact your region’s board member or  
Dick Jeske, rjes@aol.com 
 
LERN Manual.  The Board discussed 
corrections that needed to be incorporated into 
the manual based on the plenary discussion.  
Also several caucus groups and individuals 
provided written comments for consideration.  
Tim Philabaum agreed work with the comments 
and develop a revised draft.  The board is 
intends to share that with the Network in 
electronic form as soon as it available.  It was 
agreed that there is value in having the manual 
in a format that can be easily amended and 
updated as needed. 
 
Have an article for a future issue of LERNing? 
Please send an articles or news items you may 
have to any member of the Editorial Team – see 
contact information in the grey box on page 5. 
 

 



 5 

POPE’S VISIT TO NEW YORK 
by Rev. Laurie Cline 
 

Friday, April 18 was a special day for all of us 
who live in New York, especially for LERN 
members George Summers and me.  We were 
privileged to be invited to the ecumenical prayer 
service at St. Joseph’s Cathedral with His 
Holiness Pope Benedict XVI.  In contrast to the 
important but large public events, the prayer 
service provided a more intimate setting. 
 

Our colleagues from CADEIO hosted several 
members of our LARC Dialogue from Long 
Island to a luncheon at The Heidelberg, the only 
remaining German restaurant in the Yorkville 
section of Manhattan.  From there we walked to 
the cathedral.  250 ecumenical guests who had 
been pre-cleared through the FBI weeks before 
were screened again by the Secret Service as 
we went through the various checkpoints to the 
cathedral.   
 

Lutherans were well represented, including 13 
pastors from our synod, as well as a few 
colleagues from the Atlantic District of the 
Missouri Synod.  Leaders of each denomination 
were presented to Pope Benedict, including 
Rev. Dr. Donald McCoid, our executive director 
of Ecumenical and InterReligious Relations, who 
represented Presiding Bishop Mark Hanson and 
Rev. Dr. David Benke, President of the Atlantic 
District of the LCMS.  Pope Benedict has 
maintained treasured friendships with Lutheran 
bishops and pastors in Germany and was a 
long-time colleague and personal friend of the 
renowned ecumenist, the late Rev. Dr. William 
Lazareth. 
 

Pope Benedict delivered a positive message, 
praying “May the word of God we have heard 
this evening inflame our hearts with hope on the 
path to unity” (cf. Luke 24:32).   His closing 
words expressed the confidence that the words 
of Father Paul Wattson would come true, that 
we will achieve the “ ‘oneness of hope, oneness 
of faith, and oneness of love.’ that alone will 
convince the world that Jesus Christ is the one 
sent by the Father for the salvation of all.”  
 

As he has on many occasions, he expressed 
concern about the “the spread of a secularist 
ideology that undermines or even rejects 
transcendent truth.” While giving thanks for the 
progress made thus far, Pope Benedict exhorted 
us to hold firm to scripture, doctrine and sound 
teaching in order to “give unambiguous 
testimony to the truth of the Gospel and its moral 
teaching.”   

 

In other words, this was not intended to be a 
simple celebration of the things we hold in 
common, but rather a serious challenge to those 
of us who are engaged in ecumenical dialogue.   
 

Following the service we were treated to a 
wonderful buffet dinner and we were given 
various gifts.  My most poignant memory 
involves one of our colleagues from Metro NY, 
Rev. Carol Fryer, who was at the end of a pew 
across from me.  As Pope Benedict walked 
slowly out of the church and people were 
reaching out to shake his hand, he smiled 
warmly, acknowledged the choir in the loft area 
and kept walking.  But as he approached us, I 
observed Carol say to him, “God bless you.”  He 
immediately stopped and shook her hand and 
offered a blessing in return.  To me, the 
significance was not in the handshake, but 
rather in the fact that he graciously accepted her 
blessing and responded to her personally.   
 

Later than evening he left the residence of the 
Papal Nuncio where he was staying and 
ventured into the street to personally greet 
people gathered there – no doubt a security 
nightmare, but another example of his desire to 
connect personally with people. 
 

While we have no illusions that those things that 
separate us will all be resolved in the near 
future, the Pope’s message was designed not 
only to challenge us but to encourage us to 
continue in thoughtful and faithful dialogue so 
that one day the church will indeed be one, as 
Christ willed us to be.    
 
LERNing LOOKING FOR EDITORS 
The editorial team for LERNing is looking for two 
additional editors.  Members of the editorial 
team typically are responsible for one issue of 
the newsletter every year.  In addition, they 
review and comment on the content for those 
issues drafted by other members of the editorial 
team.  Please contact Rocky Piro or Elaine 
Siemsen if you are interesting in helping out with 
the newsletter. 

LERNing  EDITORIAL TEAM  
Rocky Piro (final issue as editorial team member) 
Sara Wilson, sarajwilson@hotmail.com 
Rev. Jennifer Sweitzer, Pastorjenn@aol.com 
Positions 3 & 4 - vacant 
Executive Board Liaison:  Rev.Elaine Siemsen, 
elaine.siemsen@mnsu.edu 
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Office Ecumenical and Inter-Religious Relations 
Written Report for the Lutheran Ecumenical Represen tatives Network 
April 25, 2008 
 
Responsibility for ecumenical and inter-religious 
relations shall be exercised by the Office of the 
Presiding Bishop.  An executive for ecumenical 
and inter-religious relations, appointed by the 
presiding bishop, shall coordinate the 
ecumenical, inter-Lutheran, and inter-religious 
activities of this church, and shall recommend, 
through the presiding bishop, policies relative 
thereto to the Church Council and the 
Churchwide Assembly (15.11.B05.). 
 
This report of the activities of the Ecumenical 
and Inter-Religious Relations section of the 
Office of the Presiding Bishop is organized 
around the various spheres of the section’s 
responsibilities. 

 
ECUMENICAL CONSULTATION:  
A consultation on the future of ecumenical and 
inter-religious labors in the ELCA was held 
February 15-16, 2008 at the Churchwide Office 
in Chicago.  From bishops to lay-persons, young 
adult to seminary president -- twenty-five 
members from throughout the ELCA met for this 
intensive conversation about how Lutherans 
seek visible Christian unity in the world.  
Attention was paid to this church’s unique 
leadership responsibilities in both the North 
American and global contexts, as well as how 
the ELCA exemplifies its strategic goals to 
‘extend and deepen ecumenical and inter-
religious relationships’ in the life of this church.  
Issues of ecumenical reception, financial 
resources, and inter-religious goals for the 
forthcoming years were assessed.  A 
commensurate strategic plan for ecumenical and 
inter-religious relations will be reconfigured to 
reflect the consultation in the coming months. 
 
FULL COMMUNION RELATIONSHIPS 
 
Reformed (Presbyterian Church USA, 
Reformed Church in America, United Church 
of Christ) 
The Lutheran-Reformed Coordinating 
Committee, the four churches sharing a 
relationship of full communion through A 
Formula of Agreement will meet March 25-26, 
2008 at McCormick Seminary in Chicago.  
Updates from each church body, consideration 
of “reception” and how to make it more effective, 

and consideration of ways to observe the 10th 
anniversary of the adoption of A Formula of 
Agreement will be agenda items. 
 
Moravian (Northern and Southern Provinces, 
East West-Indies Province, Alaska Province) 
The Lutheran-Moravian Coordinating Committee 
will meet again in May 2008.  The coordinating 
committee is working on several projects around 
issues of education, facilitating relationships 
between the Eastern West Indies Province and 
the ELCA, clergy exchange, mission starts, and 
the continued implementation of Sustaining Our 
Shepherds, as a resource for maintaining 
healthy clergy.  Members of the Coordinating 
Committee, along with staff in Ecumenical and 
Inter-Religious Relations, are working with 
Bishop Michael Keyes (Alaska Synod) in order 
to find ways toward enhancing relations with the 
Moravian Alaska Province. 

 
Episcopal Church USA 
The Lutheran-Episcopal Coordinating 
Committee (LECC) met January 27-30 at St. 
Paul College, Washington DC.   The committee 
was instructed by local ecumenists on one of the 
most successful local partnerships under the 
Call to Common Mission full communion 
agreement. The Committee consulted with four 
local bishops, their ecumenical officers and the 
local LECC to assess common mission ministry 
in the area. Likewise members of the local 
ELCA-TEC coordinating committee reported to 
the LECC on a variety of topics including interim 
Eucharist Sharing agreements by both church 
bodies with the United Methodist Church.  
Participants said they hoped that in 2011 a 10th 
anniversary celebration for CCM will be held at 
the Washington Cathedral where the 
relationship was liturgically inaugurated in 2001. 
LECC shared a daily Eucharist, reported on 
national and international ecumenical progress, 
discussed congregations and dioceses that 
leave the Episcopal Church, and wrestled with 
the challenging issue of the ‘reception’ of full 
communion agreements, especially at the grass 
roots level.  
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BILATERAL DIALOGUES, DISCOURSES, & 
COOPERATION 
 
Roman Catholic (Bilateral) 
The sixth meeting of Round XI of the Lutheran-
Roman Catholic Dialogue will meet on April 3-6, 
2008 in Chicago.   The theme of the round is 
“The Hope for Eternal Life.” Following the 
presentation of papers, the dialogue members 
will begin constructing and assessing the draft of 
documents from this round.  This process will 
form the text for a common statement. The 
Dialogue is scheduled to meet again in October 
2008. 
 
Orthodox (Bilateral) 
Following the conclusion of the round on The 
Holy Trinity and the Mystery of the Church, an 
interim was planned, due to ELCA staff 
transitions. A meeting of co-chairs and 
ecumenical staff persons will be held sometime 
this year to decide upon the next topic, new 
members, and a timeline for future meetings. 

 
United Methodist (Bilateral) 
The ELCA-United Methodist Dialogue met 
December 6-8, 2007 at Duke University in 
Durham, North Carolina.  The meeting centered 
on the Interim Eucharistic Sharing text, 
Confessing Our Faith Together (COFT), and 
commensurate preparation for the full 
communion vote by the United Methodist 
Church at its General Conference on April 29, 
2008; a vote on full communion with the UMC is 
also planned at the ELCA Churchwide Assembly 
in August 2009.  Feedback continues to be 
shared and an invitation for seminary faculty 
input was reinitiated. A new reception resource 
for ELCA-UMC relations is also currently under 
development.   
  
African-Methodist Episcopal Zion 
(Discourse)  
The ELCA-African Methodist Episcopal Zion 
(AMEZ) Church Discourse will meet on March 
25, 2008 in Chicago. This is the third discourse 
meeting; the topic will assess in depth how each 
church is combating HIV/AIDS in North America, 
and where areas of cooperation may be 
possible. 
 
Mennonite Church U.S.A. (Discourse) 
On February 21, 2008, in Elkhart Indiana, 
representatives from the ELCA were invited to 
the Mennonite Church U.S.A. and the 
Associated Mennonite Biblical Seminary in order 

to celebrate and assess central documents, and 
themes of historical trespass and reconciliation.  
The document to be assessed include: Right 
Remembering: Anabaptist-Lutheran Relations, 
the ELCA Church Council action on the 
“Declaration on the Condemnation of 
Anabaptists,” and the Mennonite Church in 
America’s letter welcoming the Declaration in a 
spirit of forgiveness. Under the theme of the 
resurrection of Lazarus, the powerful description 
of reconciliation is found in “rolling the stone 
away” and “unbinding” one another for the sake 
of forgiveness, unity, sharing, and cooperation.  
 
Lutheran Church Missouri Synod 
(Cooperation) 
The Committee on Lutheran Cooperation will 
meet in Chicago on November 3-4, 2008.  The 
review of shared ministries will come from 
reports of Lutheran Immigration and Refugee 
Service, Lutheran Services in America, and 
Lutheran World Relief. The Lutheran Discussion 
Panel will meet on the first day to receive 
presentations from each church body on its 
current approach to “Gospel outreach in light of 
post-modern, pluralistic, and relativistic culture.” 
 
 
COUNCILOR RELATIONSHIPS 
 
Lutheran World Federation (LWF)  
The Rev. Teresita C. Valeriano has been 
appointed regional officer for the LWF in North 
America. Teresita began her call on March 1, 
2008. She is an ordained pastor of the ELCA 
and has served as the Lutheran Campus Pastor 
at the University of Southern California since 
2004. Prior to that time, Pastor Valeriano served 
from 2000-2004, as the Executive Secretary for 
Youth (18-30 years old) in the Church and 
Society Desk, LWF Geneva.  She succeeds 
Kathy Magnus who served at the North America 
Regional Office since 2001.  Pastor “Tita” will be 
responsible for working between member 
churches in North America, facilitating LWF 
activities in the region, and sharing information 
between LWF (Geneva) and the ELCIC and 
ELCA.  
 
The LWF continues to plan for a restructuring 
and the 2010 General Assembly in Stuttgart, 
Germany. The LWF Council will meet June 25-
July 1 in Tanzania. Ecology and global warming 
will be the major theme for the council meeting.   
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World Council of Churches (WCC) 
The Central Committee of the World Council of 
Churches met in Geneva from February 13-20, 
2008. Ms. Kathryn Lohre and Mr. Carlos Pena 
represented the ELCA at the meeting. The 
Council meets every 12 to 18 months.  In 
addition to reviewing programs and taking action 
on recommendations, the WCC celebrated its 
60th Anniversary.   The Canadian and US 
Member Churches of the WCC held a joint 
meeting in Toronto, Canada on April 1-2, 2008.    
 
Christian Churches Together (CCT) 
Christians Church Together met in Baltimore 
from January 8-11, 2008 for the second annual 
meeting since being launched in February 2007. 
CCT represents the broadest national table of 
conversation among Christian Churches in the 
U.S. The annual meeting provides an 
opportunity for the 43 participating churches and 
organizations to discern how to move forward 
together in confronting domestic poverty. 
Visitation by the 90 representatives was made to 
Bread for the World, Sojourners, and S.O.M.E. 
(So Others May Eat) in Washington DC.   
 
Churches Uniting in Christ (CUIC) 
A plenary for Churches Uniting in Christ (CUIC) 
was held January 8-11, 2008 in St. Louis, 
Missouri.  Heads of communion from the ten 
participating churches were present along with 
representatives from each church body.  ELCA 
staff have participated on the CUIC taskforces 
for Racial Justice, Ministry, and Local-Regional 
Cooperation. The decision was made to 
suspend task force work and direct attention to 
internal reconciliation with two church bodies 
(AME and AMEZ) who were not present at the 
meeting.  In the coming months a consultation 
about structure and purpose of CUIC will take 
place.  A special group representing each of the 
church bodies will meet with the consultant and 
provide recommendations for the possibility of 
CUIC’s future.  
 
 

RECEPTION & INTER-RELIGIOUS RELATIONS  
Phase II of the ecumenical and inter-religious 
strategy through ER includes a comprehensive 
communication strategy and web development, 
resource development, the construction of a new 
ecumenical database with ecumenical partners, 
and an ongoing film project by and for young 
adults about Christian unity in the North 
American context, among other items.  
Encouragement is given to bishops and 

synodical staff to place an emphasis on 
ecumenism and leadership formation in their 
synods.  One of the more recent outcomes of 
reception has been the construction of online 
congregational and synodical resources that are 
downloadable and free online.  A second is the 
impetus of ecumenical formation in ELCA 
seminaries.  Ecumenical and Inter-Religious 
Life, the semi-monthly online publication, is sent 
to thousands of individuals.   
 
The first meetings of the Consultative Panel on 
Lutheran-Muslim Relations were convened in 
November 2007 and again in March 2008.  As 
the panel begins its work, it will address how 
Lutherans may assist Muslims in combating 
unjust stigmatization of Islam (and the religious-
other more generally) in North America.  The 
Consultative Panel on Lutheran-Jewish 
Relations met in February 2008 and will meet 
again in September of this same year.  The 
September meeting (to be held at Trinity 
Seminary) will include further conversation with 
members of the UMC on issues of fair economic 
representation in Israel-Palestine. 
 
Staff of Ecumenical and Inter-Religious 
Relations, along with Full Communion partners, 
are leading bi-annual conversations with Jewish 
and Muslim leaders in the North American 
context.  These meetings cover issues from 
Palestinian Liberation Theology to how the 
ELCA understands its commitment to a model of 
Accompaniment with the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in Jordan and the Holy Land. 
 
Ecumenical and Inter-Religious Relations, along 
with staff in Global Mission, continue to create 
inter-religious resources for this church.  Please 
visit www.elca.org/ecumenical for a full listing of 
these resources, including resources from 
multiple ecumenical partners.  Of note is the 
resource titled Windows for Understanding: 
Jewish-Muslim-Lutheran Relations, which is 
designed specifically to help Lutheran 
congregations and synods understand their 
relationship to other Abrahamic faiths in this 21st 
Century, North American context.  A new 
pamphlet on ‘Your Guide to Inter-Religious 
Relations in the ELCA,’ is now available. 
 


