
Note #9820 from STEVE WESTON to ecumenical lutheranism: 
 
 
There being a Conference of Bishops meeting this week, what would you folks 
think about getting a revised draft posted ASAP?  Specifically, this: 
 
 
                        HISTORIC EPISCOPACY IN THE ELCA 
 
   The Evangelical Lutheran Church in America affirms that in the 
   proclamation of the gospel and in Baptism and Holy Communion, received 
   in faith, God creates the one holy catholic and apostolic Church and 
   through the centuries gives it true unity as the Body of Christ, despite 
   outward appearances to the contrary. Lutherans seek deeper ecumenical 
   relations with several major Christian communions around the world, some 
   of whom see the practice of episcopacy as an additional witness to the 
   unity of the Church. Therefore, in witness to this God-given unity, and 
   for no other purpose, the ELCA has adopted a practice of historic 
   episcopacy, or bishops in historic succession. 
    
   Bishops in the ELCA are ordained ministers, not above or separate from 
   other ordained ministers, but charged with an office of oversight within 
   the holy ministry of Word and Sacrament.  Bishops regularly preside and 
   participate in the laying on of hands at the ordination of new ministers 
   of Word and Sacrament, not because bishops possess that power by divine 
   right, but by virtue of their election by the people of God to represent 
   the church, and as an expression of the continuity of the ELCA's 
   ministry of Word and Sacrament with that of the Church catholic. 
 
 
 
 


