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The Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA)  
Celebrates living in full communion with 
The Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) . 

Let’s take some time to celebrate our similarities and differences. 
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 The Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) 

Members: 2.6 million  
Congregations: 11,178 
 

Sacraments: Holy Baptism and Holy Communion  
 

Origin: Part of the Reformed family of Protestantism, de-
scending from John Calvin. The largest Presbyterian denomi-
nation in the USA, established in 1983 out of the former Pres-
byterian Church in the United States, a southern branch of 
American Presbyterianism, and the United Presbyterian 
Church in the United States of America, a northern branch 
 

Clergy: Women and men educated in 10 seminaries and at 
numerous colleges and universities throughout the U.S.  
 

Worship traditions: Liturgical and Blended 
 

Best Known For: Church’s faith guided by The Book of Con-
fessions—A collection of ten creeds and confessions from the 
early Church, the Reformation, and the twentieth century. 

 

It is everyone's job - ministers and lay people alike - to share this 
Good News with the whole world. 

To learn more about building bridges in your congregation and synod, visit 
www.elca.org/ecumenical or call  1-800-638-3522 ext. 2610 
Sign up to receive the electronic newsletter Ecumenical Life  at  

www.elca.org/ecumenical/life/index.html 
 

Distributed by Ecumenical and Inter-Religious Relations  
Office of the Presiding Bishop, Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
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