
Grow to Go!
D

iscip
les on

 a
 M

ission

G
row

 to G
o! 

“G
o, m

a
ke discip

les, ba
p

tizin
g a

n
d tea

ch
in

g…
” Jesu

s’ w
ords a

re th
e

p
rop

ellin
g m

ission
 of th

e ELC
A

! Th
a

t ca
ll is ever-fresh

 toda
y a

s C
h

rist’s
ex

a
m

p
le lea

ds u
s ou

t in
to th

e w
orld to be a

 dyn
a

m
ic ch

u
rch

 of disci-
p

les (of a
ll a

ges) in
itia

tin
g G

od’s m
ission

 in
 th

e w
orld G

od loves so
m

u
ch

. O
u

r ca
ll to discip

lesh
ip

 is a
n

 a
tta

ch
m

en
t to th

e h
ea

rt, m
in

d,
a

n
d sou

l of C
h

rist th
a

t com
p

els u
s to a

ct a
s C

h
rist w

ou
ld in

 ou
r da

ily
en

cou
n

ters w
ith

 oth
ers a

n
d in

 ou
r grow

in
g rela

tion
sh

ip
 w

ith
 G

od. 

W
h

en
 Jesu

s sa
ys, “Follow

 m
e,” it a

lw
a

ys m
ea

n
s action. Jesu

s ca
lls u

s to
follow

 h
im

 in
to th

e crossroa
ds, righ

t in
to th

e m
iddle of everyda

y life.
W

h
en

 w
e com

e togeth
er for w

orsh
ip

, p
ra

yer, B
ible stu

dy, a
n

d oth
er

p
ra

ctices of th
e fa

ith
, w

e a
re bein

g equ
ip

p
ed a

n
d en

ergized a
s discip

les
for th

e m
ission

 G
od h

a
s in

 m
in

d for u
s…

to tell oth
ers a

bou
t G

od’s love
a

n
d gra

ce, to serve Jesu
s a

s w
e love a

n
d serve oth

ers in
 ou

r n
eigh

bor-
h

ood a
n

d beyon
d. 

A
s C

h
ristia

n
s w

e a
re p

eop
le w

h
o h

a
ve received th

e gift of recon
cilia

-
tion

 w
ith

 G
od th

rou
gh

 fa
ith

 in
 C

h
rist a

n
d w

h
o a

re a
n

sw
erin

g th
e ca

ll
to sh

a
re th

a
t gift w

ith
 everyon

e. W
e h

a
ve been

 crea
ted by th

e H
oly

Sp
irit to p

rocla
im

 th
e gosp

el of Jesu
s C

h
rist in

 w
ord a

n
d deed. W

e a
re

p
eop

le w
h

o h
a

ve been
 blessed by G

od, a
n

d th
rou

gh
 w

h
om

 G
od is a

t
w

ork toda
y, lovin

g a
n

d blessin
g th

e w
h

ole w
orld. Th

e ch
u

rch
 is p

eop
le

w
h

o a
re rea

dy to follow
 Jesu

s, to im
ita

te Jesu
s, everyw

h
ere th

ey go!

The pastor m
ay w

elcom
e children,

youth, and adults to com
e forw

ard to
bless their teachers, guides, and facili-
tators for the com

ing year. A
t the

appropriate tim
e, teachers and leaders

of all the congregation’s educational
m

inistries are invited to com
e forw

ard.

A
 lay assisting m

inister begins:

Th
e follow

in
g lea

ders h
a

ve been
ca

lled to tea
ch

 a
n

d discip
le in

 ou
r

m
idst th

is yea
r: N

am
es are read as

individuals com
e forw

ard.

T
he pastor continues:

Toda
y w

e give th
a

n
ks a

n
d seek

G
od’s blessin

g on
 th

ose w
h

o h
a

ve
lovin

gly p
resen

ted th
em

selves for
th

e tea
ch

in
g m

in
istr y of ou

r con
-

grega
tion

.

T
he pastor addresses the teachers

and leaders:

In
 th

e w
ords of th

e G
rea

t
C

om
m

ission
, Jesu

s com
p

els u
s to

go a
n

d tea
ch

. D
o you

 h
ea

r th
e

W
ord of G

od a
n

d do you
 em

bra
ce

th
e joy-filled p

rivilege of n
u

rtu
rin

g
C

h
ristia

n
 grow

th
 in

 th
ose you

tea
ch

?

T
he t eac her s and leaders respond:

I em
bra

ce th
is p

rivilege a
n

d a
sk

G
od to h

elp
 a

n
d gu

ide m
e.

T
he pastor continues:

W
ill you

 look to th
e a

u
th

or a
n

d
rep

len
ish

er of ou
r fa

ith
 a

s you
 

seek to grow
 in

 you
r role a

s a
 

da
ily discip

le a
t h

om
e, in

 th
is 

con
grega

tion
, a

n
d in

 th
e w

orld?

T
he t eachers and leaders respond:

I w
ill a

n
d a

sk G
od to h

elp
 a

n
d gu

ide
m

e.

T
he pastor addresses the 

congregation:

It is ou
r p

rivilege to a
ffirm

 a
n

d sen
d

forth
 th

ose w
h

o a
re ca

lled to th
e

tea
ch

in
g m

in
istry of ou

r con
grega

-
tion

 a
n

d G
od’s kin

gdom
 in

 th
is

p
la

ce. W
ill you

 com
m

it to su
p

p
ort

th
em

 in
 th

eir sp
iritu

a
l w

ell-bein
g

th
rou

gh
 p

ra
yer, en

cou
ra

gem
en

t,
a

n
d service?

T
he cong regation responds:

W
e w

ill, a
n

d
 w

e a
sk

 G
o

d
 to

h
elp

 a
n

d
 g

u
id

e u
s.

T
he pas t or continues:

Let u
s p

ra
y. 

G
ra

ciou
s G

od, w
e com

e to you
 w

ith
th

a
n

ksgivin
g for you

r son
, Jesu

s
C

h
rist, sen

t a
m

on
g u

s to sh
ow

 u
s

th
e w

a
y to love th

e w
orld. Pou

r ou
t

you
r H

oly Sp
irit u

p
on

 a
ll th

ose w
h

o
tea

ch
 a

n
d lea

r n
 th

a
t w

e m
a

y be
filled w

ith
 a

 desire to G
R

O
W

 a
s dis -

cip
les a

n
d G

O
 forth

 a
s bold w

itn
ess-

es to you
r love a

n
d gra

ce. In
 Jesu

s’
n

a
m

e w
e p

ra
y. 

A
m

en

Commitment and Affirmation of D
isciple-Leaders

G
o therefore and m

ake disciples of
all nations, baptizing them

 in the
nam

e of the Father and of the Son
and of the H

oly Spirit, and teach-
ing them

 to obey everything that
I have com

m
anded you. A

nd
rem

em
ber, I am

 w
ith you alw

ays,
to the end of the age.
M

atthew
 28:19-20




