
A Brief Summary of Actions
2007 Churchwide Assembly

The Tenth Biennial Churchwide Assembly of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) 
was held Aug. 6-11, 2007, at Navy Pier, Chicago.  About 2,000 people participated, including 1,069 
voting members.  The theme was “Living in God’s Amazing Grace:  Thanks Be to God!”

Presiding Bishop Mark S. Hanson Re-Elected
The Rev. Mark S. Hanson, 60, was elected to serve a second six-year term as presiding bishop. Hanson 

cast are required for election on the second ballot. The runner-up nominee, the Rev. Karl P. Donfried, 

Assembly.  

David D. Swartling Elected Secretary 

Servus Dei

Assembly Encourages Restraint in Discipline of Congregations, Leaders
no

and bishops to “refrain from or demonstrate restraint in disciplining” people and congregations 

relationships. The proposal was adopted as a substitute for a recommendation of the Memorials 

Assembly on changes to any policies that preclude practicing homosexual persons from the rosters of 
this church.” 

suggestions for ways to “invite and encourage all members, expressions, institutions and partners of 
this church to commit themselves regularly and increasingly to hearing, reading, studying, sharing and 

Education Social Statement Adopted 

Assembly Strengthens ELCA’s Financial Future

care.”

Assembly Asks for Social Statement on Criminal Justice by 2013

for the statement grew out of memorials from three synods. The social statement will be developed 
following consultation with church members and others involved in criminal justice, and it is expected 
to deal with topics such as the prison system, rehabilitation for those convicted of crimes and the 
current cost of incarcerating criminals. 

ELCA Assembly Extends Full Communion Relationship with Moravian Church

The assembly adopted several other proposals:
+ Evangelical Lutheran Worship

HIV and AIDS to build on and deepen 

ELCA World Hunger Appeal.

Darfur, Sudan, and advocate to federal 

+ Voting members declared their opposition to “any escalation of the war” in Iraq and asked this 

environment for returning military veterans,” according to an assembly resolution. 

church’s strategy for engagement in Israel 
and Palestine, including a call for economic initiatives. An assembly amendment said that economic 

include “purchasing of products from Palestinian providers and exploration of the feasibility of 

of divesture.” Awareness-building, accompaniment and advocacy activities are components of the 

synod bishops to discuss their accountability “to the 


